always been all for it (making ballet my
profession). If I changed my mind she
wouldn't be upset because she knows
that I know what is right for me." Leslie
on the other hand, not wanting ballet for
her career, receives full support also.
"My parents are very supportive and
they understand that I want ballet as
something to fall back on. After all," she
continues, "I'm planning on a music
education degree in college."
Their involvement makes a hectic
schedule leaving little room for other
things. "You have to practice so much
that there is little time for anything else,"
says Leslie. "If I don't finish homework
in class or in the afternoon, it probably
won't get done." For Karen also practice
time detracts from study time.
"Sometimes I feel I could get better
grades, but I'm satisfied with the A's and
B's." With Karen's plans for a ballet
career, she feels no need to aim for
college. As for a social life, both insist
they "find time for friends."
Whether for a career or for pure
enjoyment, Karen Stube and Leslie
Wright get the most they possibly can out
of ballet. They have no regrets, no
discouragements. The grueling training,
daily torturous exercises and the
constant need to push yourself rewards
them with a sense of achievement. Karen
sums up, "If I didn't like it, I wouldn't
have gotten this far. Pushing yourself is
the only way you can improve ... in
anything."
ADancing is a way of life for Karen Stube.
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